
 

 

ELECTORAL REVIEW STEERING GROUP 
19 JULY 2019 
2.00 - 2.45 PM 

  

 
Present: 
Councillors D Birch, Leake, Temperton and Turrell 

1. Election of Chairman  

Cllr Chris Turrell was elected as Chairman. 

2. Election of Vice-Chairman  

Cllr Dale Birch was elected as Vice Chairman 

3. Declarations of Interest and Party Whip  

There were no declarations of interest. 

4. Review of polling districts and polling places  

The Electoral Services Manager presented to the steering group on the latest polling 
district and polling place review which included the location of polling stations. 
 
The review last year had already established some new polling stations which meant 
there were not as many proposed changes this year. The polling districts would also 
be based on last year’s review as there were no changes proposed. 
 
It was confirmed that another review would take place before 2023 following the 
review made by the Local Government Boundary Commission and that the next 
statutory polling district and polling place review would be in 2024. 
 
It was noted that if nothing was included in the report about a polling station or district 
then it meant officers were happy with how the area and polling station performed. 
 
During the consultation period there were 97 representations made which was a good 
overall response. The main responses were regarding Wildriding’s Primary School 
and Wooden Hill Primary school. It was noted that some of the responses were 
outside of the scope of the review and could not be commented upon. 
 
Where ever possible the (Acting) Returning Officer would not want to use any schools 
as a polling station but unfortunately some areas had no other suitable options. 
 
The steering group agreed to maintain arrangements in all polling districts and 
polling stations apart from those detailed below. 
 
Great Hollands South - BJ 
The consultation responses relating to Wooden Hill Primary School polling station all 
suggested that the pavilion should be considered again following the re-build in 2018.  



 

 

The merits and concerns about the pavilion were discussed by the steering group. It 
was acknowledged that although the venue was used heavily at the weekend by 
residents, there were accessibility concerns for residents who were less mobile. The 
walk from the carpark to the pavilion was quite steep. Residents approaching from 
the Wooden Hill road could walk along the path, but this was uneven in places and 
unlit. The location also meant that residents would need to drive out of the ward to 
get to the polling station by car. 
 
Although lighting was planned along the path in future, it was not currently in place. 
 
The nursery building at Wooden Hill School had been trialled as a polling station 
before, however the building did not have very good disabled access and there had 
been safeguarding concerns for the children. 
 
It was noted that the short notice of the EU parliamentary election was unusual and it 
was appreciated that this caused disruption to the school. 
 
It was agreed that it would not be advisable to change the polling stations for the 
Great Hollands area as part of this review and then change the polling venue again 
only a year later as this would be confusing for voters. It was noted that the additional 
room at Great Hollands Community Centre could be considered as part of the next 
review. 
 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to keep Wooden Hill School 
as the polling station for Great Hollands South at present and look at the 
polling station arrangements following the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England electoral review.  
 
Bracknell Town Centre - BT 
It was noted that the venue for these electors had changed several times in recent 
years and was currently situated at The Court House. Feedback from electors at the 
local and EU Parliamentary elections in May 2019 was that the Court House was not 
liked and concerns were raised about the venue coping with a higher elector turn out. 
The proposed new venue for BT electors was the Bracknell Town Centre Library as it 
was centrally located, had good facilities and was considered a permanent venue. 
 
There was a possibility of using the car park at Easthampstead House during election 
time as this was owned by the Council and this should be investigated further.  
 
The steering group agreed to support the proposal to use Bracknell Town 
Centre Library as a polling station and asked officers to investigate the use of 
the EH car park. 
 
Wildridings and Central - BW 
The consultation responses regarding Wilding’s Primary School polling station offered 
some alternative venue suggestions. The school had been closed twice in May 2019 
which was a change because previously the school had remained open on polling 
day. Suggestions as part of the consultation included the Gospel Hall, which was 
located opposite the school however it was under a covenant which meant it could 
not be used. 
 
There were no comments received by the Head Teacher of Wildriding’s Primary 
School. 
 
It was proposed that the venue remain the same with discussions being held with the 
Head Teacher so that the school could remain open. 



 

 

 
It was noted that the Electoral Services Manager would report back to the steering 
group regarding the use of Wildriding’s Primary School as a polling station. 
 
The steering group agreed that the polling station should remain the same if 
the school could remain open and if not, officers should continue to investigate 
alternative venues in the area. 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


